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INTRODUCTION: A GOOD IDEA 

Mark L. Movsesian* 

With this volume, the editors of the Hofstra Law Review introduce 
a new section: “Ideas.” “Ideas” will serve as the vehicle for short 
pieces—from three to ten pages in length and having a minimal number 
of footnotes—on topics of interest to scholars and practitioners. There 
will be no subject-matter restrictions and no requirement that the pieces 
relate to one another. “Ideas” will not be a symposium, but a collection 
of brief observations on important legal questions. The editors hope to 
attract submissions from the academy and from prominent members of 
the bench and bar as well. 

The inauguration of this section responds to a real need in legal 
scholarship. Law reviews today are dominated by lengthy articles with 
hundreds of footnotes. It is not all that uncommon for pieces to run a 
hundred pages or more. These articles are often worthwhile, but their 
sheer density may put off some authors—and readers—who are genu-
inely interested in legal ideas. One leading law review recently an-
nounced that it would give a preference to articles under fifty pages 
long, but there is value in even more abbreviated treatments of legal 
questions. A quick thought after class, an insight on reading a case, can 
be very helpful in stimulating discussion and debate. 

To some degree, Internet blogs have begun to fill the need for short 
legal commentary. Blogs can be valuable additions to scholarly dis-
course, but they have their own drawbacks. They are ephemeral, they 
sometimes lack academic rigor, and they are easily lost in the vastness of 
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the blogosphere. What is needed is a space for brief, but careful, treat-
ments of legal subjects in a medium that readers can readily find and 
preserve. 

“Ideas” will begin to fill that need. In some ways, the section repre-
sents a return to first principles. The earliest student-run law reviews, 
founded in the late nineteenth century, were relatively informal affairs. 
The Harvard Law Review, for example, which published its first volume 
in 1887, began life as a kind of academic reporter. Faculty essays shared 
the pages with school news, correspondence, and lecture notes. Lead ar-
ticles were, by today’s standards, very brief and lightly footnoted. Typi-
cally they ran around twenty pages, often less. Even the most ambitious 
pieces were relatively short. For example, Warren and Brandeis’s fa-
mous article on the right to privacy, which appeared in volume four, was 
only twenty-seven pages long.1 

In providing a vehicle for short, stimulating commentary on legal 
issues, “Ideas” thus has a back-to-the-future quality about it. For this in-
augural collection, the editors have selected a few comments from lead-
ing scholars. There is Daniel Farber on standing, Jonathan Macey on the 
Disney litigation, Ronald Rotunda on legal ethics, and our own new 
dean, Aaron Twerski, on liability for drug advertising. This is an auspi-
cious start for an exciting idea in legal scholarship. The professors of 
Hofstra University School of Law congratulate the editors and wish 
them continued success. 

 

                                                           
 1. Samuel D. Warren & Louis D. Brandeis, The Right to Privacy, 4 HARV. L. REV. 193 
(1890). 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


