
Criminal Externship 
Professor Fred Klein 
Tuesday, 6:10-7:00PM,  
 
 
Assignment for the 1st class: 
 
We will be taking a journey in this course to discover the practice of criminal law in 
reality and not merely from a book. Your placement will provide you with the resources 
for the journey (food, fuel, clothes) and the seminar will provide you with the directions. 
 
Before the 1st class on Tuesday, August 26, 2014, please do the following: 
 

1. Register on the course TWEN site and carefully read the syllabus. 
 
2. Email me (at fred.klein@gmail.com) where your placement is including what 

bureau/section/court, the name of your supervisor, when you start and your 
weekly schedule. 

 
 
3. Think about and be prepared to discuss at the 1st class (you will be called on) the 

following questions –  
 

a. Why did you go to law school? 
b. What area would you like to practice in? 
c. Why did you choose to do an externship? 
d. Why did you choose your particular placement? 
e. What are your responsibilities/opportunities at your placement? 
f. What are your goals from this placement? 
g. What are your goals from this seminar? 
h. How can I help you achieve your goals? 

    
4. The assigned book is “Let’s Get Free; A Hip-Hop Theory of Justice.” The author  

       is Prof. Paul Butler who is a former federal prosecutor and present teacher at 
 Georgetown Law School. He provides a provocative and truly 
 controversial look at the criminal justice system and some rather unique advice 
      on how to improve it and make it more fair and successful. 
   

It is not a textbook but rather written for the general public so you do not need to 
highlight, underline or take notes (although feel free to so). Read it as you would 
read any other popular non-fiction book. I think you will find it informative and 
entertaining. 
 
 
 



Rather than assigning chapters for each class, I am requesting that you read the 
entire book by the 4th week of the semester. We will thereafter periodically use 
particular issues in the book to discuss some provocative areas in criminal law 
and procedure and to compare and contrast what you have experienced at your 
placements. We will also have 3 debates by students concerning individual 
chapters in the book. 

 


