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Malachy T. Mahon 
Appointed Founding Dean

Malachy T. Mahon, formerly 
a professor at Fordham 
Law School and a 
clerk for U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Tom C. 
Clark, sets an ambitious 
timetable for the school 
to open to students by 
1970. At age 34, he is 
the youngest law school 
dean in the country. 

Charter Faculty of Law 
Appointed

The charter members of the Hofstra 
Law School faculty are named (in 
alphabetical order): Burton C. Agata, 
Assistant Dean Robert M. Hanlon, 
David K. Kadane, Josephine Y. King, 
Eric J. Schmertz, Law Librarian Eugene 
Wypyski and Judith T. Younger.

First New Law School in 
New York in 45 Years

Hofstra Law is founded, becoming 
the first new law school in New York 
in nearly 45 years.

Record-Setting Law Library 
Collection

Hofstra Law School opens with 
62,000 volumes in its Law Library — 
the largest initial library collection of 
any law school in the country; the 
collection is also larger than those of 
50 established law schools.

Pioneering Clinical 
Education 

The Neighborhood Law 
Office opens above a fish 
market in downtown 
Hempstead, beginning 
Hofstra Law’s pioneering 
work in clinical legal 
education.

Renovation Complete

Renovation is completed on the first 
Hofstra Law School space.

Swift Accreditation

Hofstra Law receives full 
accreditation in December 
from the Association of 
American Law Schools.

Attica Investigation

As executive director of the Meyer investigation, 
Professor Malachy T. Mahon, founding dean, leads the 
staff inquiry into New York’s handling of crimes arising 
from the 1971 revolt of more than 1,000 inmates at 
the Attica State Correctional Facility. 

John J. Regan Named Dean
Professor John J. Regan is named 
Dean of Hofstra Law. Previously a law 
professor at St. John’s University’s and 
dean of its College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, he is an expert on the legal 
rights of the elderly.

Eric J.Schmertz Named 
Dean

Professor Eric J. Schmertz is 
named Dean of Hofstra Law. 
A renowned labor arbitrator-
mediator and the Edward F. 
Carlough Distinguished  
Professor of Labor Law, one of 
his principal goals as dean is 
to bring Hofstra Law School 
the national recognition 
that it merits.

New Journal 
Published 

The first issue of 
the Hofstra Labor & 
Employment Law Journal 
is published.

Charter Faculty of Law

Famous “Hurricane” Case

Professor Leon Friedman helps 
overturn the conviction of boxer 
Rubin “Hurricane” Carter. 

Professor Lane Appointed 
to NYC Charter 
Commission

Professor Eric Lane is named 
counsel to the NYC Charter 
Commission.

Charter Class of 1973Professor David K. Kadane, Clinic Co-Director Rubin “Hurricane” CarterDean Eric J. Schmertz 

Law Students Work in County D. A.’s Office

District Attorney Denis A. Dillon establishes a 
program in which Hofstra Law students are assigned 
to each special trial part in Nassau County and the 
D.A.’s homicide bureau. The students gain firsthand 
experience in trial preparation.

NYT Recognizes Tax Clinic 

A New York Times article, “Hofstra 
to Offer Free Legal Aid on Taxes,” 
highlights a new program in which 
Hofstra Law students, under the 
direction of Professor Stuart J. Filler, 
provide free tax counseling and legal 
assistance in courts to people who “are 
effectively indigent in tax matters.” 
In the first program of its kind in the 
country, the students win IRS disputes 
on behalf of clients who have too 
much income to qualify for free legal 
aid but cannot afford attorneys.

Clinic Receives Presidential  
Commendation
The Hofstra Law School 
Clinic receives a presidential 
commendation, the first in the 
region awarded to a university. It 
recognizes the work of Hofstra 
Law students in providing 
a variety of legal services to 
low-income members of the 
community.

Professorships Established

From 1979-1989 many endowed professorships 
were established:

• Joseph Kushner Distinguished Professorship in Civil Liberties Law, 1979 

•  Harry H. Rains Distinguished Professorship in Arbitration and Alternative 

Dispute Settlement Law, 1983

• Sidney and Walter Siben Distinguished Professorship in Family Law, 1984

•  Benjamin Weintraub Distinguished Professorship in Bankruptcy Law, 1984

•  Jack and Freda Dicker Distinguished Professorship in Health Care Law, 1985

•  Maurice A. Deane Distinguished Professorship in Constitutional Law, 1986

•  Peter S. Kalikow Distinguished Professorship in Real Estate Law, 1987

• Richard J. Cardali Distinguished Professorship in Trial Advocacy, 1989

Inaugural Issue

The inaugural issue of 
the Hofstra Law Review 
is published containing 
two articles written 
by retired associate 
justices of the U.S. 

Supreme Court, another on 
“Computers and the Legal 
Profession” and five pieces 
resulting from a Hofstra Law 
symposium, among others.

Professor John DeWitt Gregory, Clinic Co-Director

Production and installation a gift from the Class of 2010.

Charter Class Graduates

The charter class of 65 men and 14 women receive 
their degrees, and retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Tom C. Clark delivers the commencement address.

ABA Approval 

Hofstra Law receives American Bar 
Association approval, the earliest possible 
under ABA rules.

Monroe H. Freedman Named Dean 

Professor Monroe H. Freedman 
is named Dean 
of Hofstra Law; 
as dean he is 
committed to 
expanding diversity 
and equalizing 
salaries for female 
faculty members. 

Bankruptcy Committee Reporter

Professor Alan N. Resnick is named reporter 
for the Advisory Bankruptcy Committee on 
Bankruptcy Rules of the Judicial Conference of 
the United States. 
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Stuart Rabinowitz 
Named Dean

Professor Stuart Rabinowitz is 
named Dean of Hofstra Law. 

Alumnus Appointed to 
Veterans Court

John J. Farley III ’73 is 
nominated to the new U.S. Court 
of Veterans Appeals.

Dean Stuart RabinowitzPhi Alpha Delta
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