Bioethics: Research and Resources

October 10, 2012    
Presented by Toni Aiello, Reference Librarian

Law School Library main page:  http://law.hofstra.edu/Library/index.html
     Law School Library web site Online Resources page:   

http://lawarchive.hofstra.edu/Library/Research/libres_online.cfm
Research Guide:  Health Law/Medicine/Bioethics:  Selected Sources

 http://libguides.law.hofstra.edu/healthlaw
· BOOKS
For background on any topic, references to other sources, and international perspectives, begin with a good book.

Library Online Catalog (LEXICAT):

Overviews, introductory essays with sources: 

1. Penn Center Guide to Bioethics (2009)--a compendium of authoritative introductory articles on important topics in bioethics, reproductive technology, and public health; QH332 .P46  2009  (on Research Guide—Selected Books tab) http://libweb.hofstra.edu/record=b2037030~S1
  Overview articles for many of the paper topics in this class, with bibliographic sources. 

2. Oxford Handbook of Bioethics (2007) QH332 .O94 2007 http://libweb.hofstra.edu/record=b1850181~S1
Overview articles for additional topics.
3. Cambridge World History of Medical Ethics (2009) R724 .C3274 2009
http://libweb.hofstra.edu/record=b2305540~S1
Overview articles from historical, cultural and religious perspectives on bioethics, to present time. 
Topic searches:

1. SAMPLE:  “Human experimentation involving children”

Keyword search:  human experimentation children
14 results—look for relevant titles:

Select:  #3, #6, #11—Use Subjects:   Human experimentation in medicine -- Moral and ethical aspects -- United States; Pediatrics – Research – Moral and ethical aspects; Human experimentation in medicine – Law and legislation – United States; Children – Research – Moral and ethical aspects; Broader:  Human experimentation in medicine
Select: #13—Report of Institute of Medical Ethics—note clues: foreign jurisdiction

Select #14—Report of a U.S. government Commission—available in Law Library; Axinn 

(Government and Congressional documents, including hearings on proposed legislation are listed in catalog by title—some linked to online databases for digital copy) 
2. Generally, use subject links for: – law and legislation; --moral and ethical aspects for broad subjects or those much in the news (abortion)

3. After browsing by relevancy, change the “sort” to reverse date order. (try this with Abortion—law and legislation—United States, for example)
4. For topics beyond U.S. law:

Use subject links for foreign or comparative law approach to subject:  --cross-cultural studies; -- [name of country]; titles containing “comparative” or “global”
5. Web site references in books and articles:  follow them up—Google the agency, commission, institute, or advocacy organization mentioned in a book—Use the organizational web site for background and latest policies, regulations, guidelines, reports, papers, and statistics.  
Examples:
Organ Procurement and Transportation Network (organ transplantation) http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/
Guttmacher Institute (abortion; contraception; other reproductive health issues) http://www.guttmacher.org/
6. Ask a reference librarian for help:  with finding a source; using microforms (fiche and film), using WorldCat, ProQuest Congressional, or any database; about interlibrary loan; passwords; about books charged out and overdue, or missing from shelves. 
· JOURNAL ARTICLES

Start from:  Law Library web site: Lexis, Westlaw links; Online Resources by Subject: Article Finding and Health Law/Medicine; Research Guide:  Health Law/Medicine/Bioethics
· WestlawNext:  
Secondary Sources--Law Reviews and Journals (all)

SAMPLE Search: “gestational surrogacy”   
Search results:  654 articles—(order: relevance)

To narrow results: use filters:  

“Select multiple filters”:

Search within results:  “legal parent”; Date: Last 3 years

Apply filters; Search results: 90 articles   
· Lexis.com and Lexis Advance:

Lexis.com:

Legal > Secondary Legal > Law Reviews & Journals > Law Reviews & Journals > US Law Reviews and Journals, Combined.  Search: “gestational surrogacy”; Date: previous 5 years. To narrow results, use Focus terms: “legal parent.”
Lexis Advance:  

Search box:  “gestational surrogacy”; Select: Content Type: Law Reviews and Journals; Search within results:  “legal parent”; Timeline: 2008 - 2012
· EthxWeb – (free online Bioethics database from Georgetown University Bioethics Research Library)  on: Health Law/Medicine/Bioethics Research Guide http://bioethics.georgetown.edu/databases/ethxweb/index.html
--Journal articles, book chapters, bills, laws, court decisions, reports, books, audiovisuals, and news articles relating to bioethics and professional ethics covering 1974-2009.
--Special databases:  Islamic ethics; Genetics and ethics

-- Lists sources; not full text—use “Find in a Library” link to go to Hofstra “Journal Finder” or ILLIAD for interlibrary loan request.  The “full text” availability refers to Georgetown. 
NOTE:  Don’t trust this link to Journal Finder—check Journal Finder and LEXICAT on Hofstra web site—journal may be at Hofstra in print or database

--Use “Basic Search”—but limit by Publication Type and General Approach
--Use “Subject” search (In: Subject); EthxWeb has its OWN classification list of subjects.

   (Not the same as the Library of Congress subjects used in LEXICAT)

--For a “Subject” search, use the words in the “Alphabetical Classification List” or the classification number in the “Bioethics Research Library Classification Scheme”  

SAMPLE #1:

Find journal articles on preimplantation genetic diagnosis—from a religious approach.

 Select: Subject; Journal Article; Religious (approach).  In Alphabetical Classification List, find: Preimplantation Diagnosis…15.2; 14.4
  Search terms: preimplantation diagnosis


Results: 21 articles

   Select: #13 – click “Find in a Library”—search LEXICAT—America is located at Axinn.

SAMPLE #2:

Find books and reports on parental notification for a minor’s abortion—from a legal approach

Select:  Subject; Book/Monograph/Report (approach); In Alphabetical Classification List,

  Find: Abortion, Parental Notification…12.4.2; 8.3.2

In Classification Scheme, 8.3.2 is under Informed Consent: Parental Consent/Minors; 12.4.2 is under Abortion:  Interests of Woman/Fetus Father  

Search term: 12.4.2 [cl]

Results:   152 books/reports
Select:  Document #2—click “Find a Library”; then, “Find a Library”—Search “Hofstra”

· SSRN (Social Science Research Network) in: Online Resources by Subject: Article Finding—recent and forthcoming scholarly articles and working papers; legal and related fields; all full-text PDF (NOTE: If you receive a server or error message when linking from the Law Library resources list, go to: http://www.ssrn.com/ .) Click SEARCH on opening page.
Search:  organ transplantation (in: title, abstract and key words)
The keywords for topics are assigned by the system. If you know words in a title, search by Title only.
96 results; change “sort” to “Date Posted, Descending” (many from past 1-2 years)
To narrow results, use “Search within results” feature:  cardiac (4 results)
OTHERS:
· Medline (citations, abstracts, some full-text; some PDF)

Medline is a premier medical and medical/health policy database using special medical subject headings assigned by the National Library of Medicine.  

TIP:  Use the subject links at bottom of an article’s full-record screen (National Library of Medicine’s assigned subjects) to retrieve more articles on the same topic. 

· Academic Search Premier 

A multidisciplinary database of articles drawn from scholarly and professional journals in many fields related to health law, psychology, and public policy, and to issues at the intersection of law and medicine.
· CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, NEWS AND LEGISLATION 
· BNA Publications: Health Law and Policy Report; Health Law Reporter; Health Care Daily Report   (Online Resources by Subject; Health Law/ Medicine; Research Guide: Health Law/Medicine/Bioethics: Current Developments & Legislation tab. 

*Note: Special BNA password required for remote access:  Prof. Dolgin will supply; also available from Reference Desk  
BNA’s Health Care Policy Report (weekly; covers federal, state and private sector developments in health care policy (1996 – present) 

-- Opens to front page, latest issue

-- “Hot topics”—click “Health Care Reform”

-- click “All Recent Topics”—click: “abortion”; for immigrants, click “I”, open “immigration enforcement” topic; select: first article—NOTE links to full-text documents at end of article.
-- Word search (search box):  “affordable care act” and immigrants; click on: 9/12/2011: Insurance Exchanges: NGA Brief Warns of Need to Include Insurance Exchange Safeguards for Children
· 50-state Surveys  (legislation and regulations for topics)
· Westlaw

Note:  WestlawNext & Westlaw Classic: “Survey Builder”—under “Tools” on WestlawNext—not available on law school subscription

Westlaw Classic:  Click “Site Map”; then “50 State Surveys.”   (Not strong in Health and Family Law areas for bioethics topics—but good if topic is included in coverage; state statutes and regulations; note currency)
· Lexis  
Examples:  FAMILY:  Adult Protection & Reporting - August 2012 (elder abuse)

HEALTHCARE:  Treatment> Abortion – May 2012 (includes parental notification, consent)
To access Lexis surveys:  on main page, under “50 State Multijurisdictional Surveys”, click on: LexisNexis 50 State Surveys.  Click on link for: LexisNexis 50 State Surveys, Legislation and Regulations.  Open topic and select subtopic.  Click on blue link for overview and chart with links. 

· National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) (on Research Guide)
Free non-partisan organization site, serving research needs of state legislatures and staff 

· Federal Health Reform: State Legislative Tracking Database

     http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health/health-reform-database-2011-2012-state-legislation.aspx
Select:  All states; year: 2012; topic: health insurance exchanges

Example:  Alabama:  First bill, Abortion coverage; “Click for History”
· Issues and Research tab (Health) 

http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/health.aspx

Select subject area from “Health Resources and Research” boxes: “Public Health and Prevention”; in left frame, select: “Vaccines and Immunizations”



Note: Coverage in this section includes more than legislation—reports, analysis, charts. 
Example:  “HPV Vaccine: State Legislation and Statutes” (scroll down to overview; resources; state legislation year-by-year.
· HeinOnline -- Subject Compilations of State Laws (1960 – 2012) (on Research Guide)
The project of law librarian Cheryl Nyberg (U. Washington) , this is a comprehensive source for identifying thousands of articles, books, internet sites, and 50-state survey sources that compare state laws on hundreds of searchable subjects. Annotations also link directly to articles and other documents residing in HeinOnline. 
http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Index?collection=scsl&set_as_cursor=clear
Example:  Browse the Subjects:  Surrogate Parenthood

Or, keyword search: gestational surrogacy:
Results in reverse chronological order; #1 is a law review article in HeinOnline—link directly to page.
*Note the currency of the compilation of laws or regulations you have found.  Shepardize or KeyCite statutes and regulations to have most current version or status and update the status of any cases referenced. 
· Newspaper Articles: for human interest; examples and litigation; popular coverage of legislation

Good sources:  New York Times; Newsday, local newspapers for state or city; CNN; JURIST (latest legal news and links to bills, laws, court documents on hot topics in health care reform, immigration, abortion, stem cell research, euthanasia, others)
· Government,  Institute, and Organization Websites

These are great sources for documents, regulations, reports, studies, statistics, ethics codes, guidelines and policies, surveys, advocacy positions, and web links.
· Links to many useful sites are found on the Research Guide:  Health Law/Medicine/Bioethics—Tabs:  Government Sites & Sources; Academic Centers/Institutes; and Professional Associations/Health Advocacy Sites

· Look for “Publications,” “Research,” “Resources” tabs on websites
Examples:

Office for Human Research Protections:  http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/  (U.S. government)
VaccineEthics.org (Penn Bioethics Center):   http://www.vaccineethics.org/  (specialized academic center)

Kaiser Family Foundation:  http://www.kff.org/  (independent policy analysis foundation)
Commonwealth Fund:  http://www.commonwealthfund.org/ (independent research foundation)

American Medical Association (AMA) Ethics Resource Center:  http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/medical-ethics/about-ethics-group/ethics-resource-center.page?   (professional organization)
Society for Assisted Reproductive Technology (SART)   http://www.sart.org/ (industry organization)

· Appointments with Toni—email toni.aiello@hofstra.edu   (tel. 516-463-7808)
I will arrange a meeting at a mutually convenient time (Tuesday – Friday). 
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