Employment Law: Research and Resources

February 14 and 16, 2012, 11:00 a.m.

Presented by Shikha Gupta Joseph, Reference Librarian

      Law School Library web site Online Resources page:   
http://law.hofstra.edu/Library/Research/libres_online.cfm 

Background Information on Your Topic

BOOKS

· Library catalog (LEXICAT) (a good book can provide background; citations to cases, articles, statutes, Congressional reports, internet sites) 

Search:  Keyword:  workplace violence 
Search: keyword:  “affirmative action”; “affirmative action” employment
Subject headings:  Affirmative action programs -- law and legislation -- United States; Diversity in the workplace; 

Search: keyword:  workplace privacy 
Select:  #12, Privacy Law, by Brownlee (Look at contents; subjects)

Select #1, The naked employee: how technology is compromising workplace privacy / Frederick S. Lane III. (2003)
Click subject:  Electronic monitoring in the workplace—United States
Click on #1 (Balkovich)

Electronic book tips:  on Electronic Books (Ebrary):  Must have downloaded Ebrary Reader software; printing —under Infotools; print limited number of pages  

Other subject headings:  Electronic mail messages – Law and Legislation; Internet law and legislation – United States

·  Treatises for general background:
United States:

Employment Discrimination Law, by Barbara Lindemann, 4th ed. 2007 –
Law Classified    KF3464 .S34 2007 (updated with 2010 supplement)

New York:

New York Employment Law 

     Reading Room   KFN5556 .N485 (looseleaf; updated, 9/2011); also on LEXIS
Employment Law in New York, by Sharon P. Stiller (West’s New York Practice Series)    Reading Room   KFN5556 .S74 2001 (updated, 12/2011 pocket part); also on WESTLAW (NYPRAC-EMPLAW)
**General subject heading:  Labor laws and legislation -- United States

· To find a treatise online:  Westlaw: click on Directory and enter the title or words in the title, or employment law in search box; Lexis:  click on “Find a Source” tab; same process; use “I” link to check author, title, updating. 

· When to ask a librarian:   Your book is out and not due for months.  You cannot find your treatise or publication online. You have searched several databases, Westlaw, and Lexis and still can’t find an article on point.  You have found a good citation, but can’t find a print or digital copy or a database is not accessible. You have found a citation to a book (in another book, WorldCat, Amazon, an article) and Hofstra doesn’t have it.

ALR (AMERICAN LAW REPORTS) 
Expert article on topic of interest in the law; if there is an ALR article on your topic, ALR is an excellent place to start.  ALR in print is in the Reading Room; or you may search online.
Example:

Westlaw search: Database: ALR  

Search:  employee and privacy and workplace and "electronic mail"

Scroll down—several relevant articles; see also Results Plus: also Am. Jur. 2d (#3—Computers and the Internet); #3: Am. Jur. Trials
Click on:  Results Plus ALR #2, “Expectation of Privacy in Internet Communications”

Cite:  92 ALR 5th 15; Scroll down article; click on 3[a] in outline; click on case: Pure Power Boot Camp v. Warrior Fitness Boot Camp
--How would you know if this case is still good law?  Keycite the case. (Direct History)

--How would you use the case for further research?  Keycite it. (Citing References), including cases and law journal articles.

LAW JOURNAL ARTICLES

Start from:  Law Library web site: Lexis and Westlaw tabs; Online Resources by Subject-- Article Finding 

http://law.hofstra.edu/Library/Research/libres_online.cfm
· Westlaw:  JLR
database (on Lexis:  Legal> Law Reviews, CLE, Legal Journals & Periodicals, Combined)

Example:  Search:  "family medical leave act" & same /2 sex (Dates: last 3 years)
Click: #14 “Northwestern Journal of Law & Social Policy, 2012, LEGISLATING A FAMILY-FRIENDLY WORKPLACE: SHOULD IT BE DONE IN THE UNITED STATES? by Marianne DelPo Kulow
· Index to Legal Periodicals Full Text (coverage:  1982- ; some full text from 1994-)  Click on “Wilson Link”—may link to HeinOnline full text, if available) 

Search: [first box] “intern”; [second box] wages; 

Results: 5 articles  

Select #4 (not in full-text in database)—click on “Find it @ Hofstra”—full text available from several Hofstra databases; click on name of database    
· SSRN (Social Science Research Network)—for scholarly working papers, forthcoming law review articles, think tank articles (new and very recent research)
Search:  Health Reform Act employer
Results: 28 articles (used latest revised version of a paper; if already published in a journal, use journal article)

CASE LAW SEARCHES

· Westlaw or Lexis

First, choose a database.  (Click on Search tab on Lexis; click on Directory on Westlaw)

Select jurisdiction (all state cases, all federal cases, New York state and federal cases, only Montana state cases, etc.).
Construct terms and connectors search.

Limit by dates if helpful. 

**On Westlaw, can use topic and key number that is on point with your issue as part of search.  Copy and and paste from a headnote of a good case into search box, and then add other terms relevant to your topic. 
Example:  on Westlaw:  

Find by Citation:  587 F.Supp.2d  548 (Pure Power Boot Camp case)
Scroll down to Headnote 11; highlight 311H k141 (relevant topic and key number for this issue)

Select database:   New York Federal and State Cases (NY-CS-ALL)
Paste 311H k141 in search box; add: and workplace

Result: 3 cases--#1 is a New York state case from 2011

Could also do a terms and connectors search:  workplace and (email or electronic mail or e-mail) and attorney /s privilege! and communication
Result:  26 cases; Results Plus

      CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, NEWS AND LEGISLATION

· BNA Publications




 BNA’s Employment Discrimination Report (Find under “Labor and Employment 




Law”)



Default:  Current issue




Content and coverage:  Click:  About (upper left)

· Search ALL:  caregiver




Select:  2/1/2012 article, “FMLA: DOL Proposes (many citations; type of sources)

· Click on Recent Topics—go to “P” and select “Pregnancy”
· Under “Key Features”, click on “Analysis and Perspective”—find article on “Retaliation”

· Help using databases, locating sources, using microforms:

Ask Shikha or another Reference Librarian for help.

· Appointments with Shikha—email shikha.joseph@hofstra.edu (tel. 516-463-5851)

I will arrange a meeting at a mutually convenient time (Monday – Thursday). 

