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JURIS DOCTOR PROGRAM 
APPLICATION PROCEDURES 

JURIS DOCTOR APPLICANTS MUST: 

 Be at least 18 years of age upon entering the first-year class in the fall. 
 Have earned a U.S. Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent, from an accredited four-year institution recognized by the American Bar Association. 

 Have a current Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS) subscription. 
 Have taken or plan to take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). 

EARLY ACTION APPLICATION (NON-BINDING): The Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University offers a non-binding, 
early action application option for first-year candidates of the J.D. program. This option is designed for students who have completed all application 
requirements prior to the November 15 Early Action Deadline. To meet the Early Action Application Deadline, you must take the LSAT no later than the 
fall prior to your matriculation into the program. Applications are evaluated on a rolling basis and candidates should be notified of a decision by 
December 15. 

REGULAR APPLICATION: The regular application may be submitted from October 1 to the April 15 deadline. Regular applications are also 
considered on a rolling basis and candidates should be notified within 6 to 8 weeks from the completion (not submission) of the application. 

ACADEMIC DISMISSAL: Applicants who have been academically dismissed from another ABA accredited law school must wait at least two 
years before applying for admission to Hofstra Law. Previously dismissed applicants must apply as first-year candidates and should provide detailed 
information and documentation from their prior law school regarding their former enrollment. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: 

 Application Form. Applicants of Hofstra Law are encouraged to apply online through the Law School Admissions Council (LSAC). 
Prospective candidates may add addendums, resumes, and other items of support by attaching the electronic document(s) to the online 
application. All supplemental documentation should clearly indicate the question number which it refers. Candidates are asked to complete all 
sections of the application in the space provided. Please do not place an attachment in lieu of completing the application form. Failure to 
provide a complete application may result in processing delays. 

 Personal Statement. The Personal Statement provides an opportunity for you to present yourself, your background, your ideas, and your 
qualifications to the Admissions Committee. Please limit your typed statement to 2 double-spaced pages. Attach your Personal Statement to 
the application form. See question 23 for details. 

 Application Fee. If you apply electronically, we will waive the application fee. If you submit a paper application, please include a $75 check 
or money order payable to Hofstra Law. This nonrefundable fee is not credited toward tuition, and is not applicable toward the fee for the 
LSDAS. 

 Optional: Letters of Recommendation. Recommendations provide useful information in the selection process and should come from 
those who have had an opportunity to carefully assess you over a sufficient period of time to make a reasonable evaluation. We encourage all 
letters of recommendation be sent to LSDAS to be included with your LSDAS report. 

 Register with the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS). For more information, please visit the LSAC web site at 
www.LSAC.org or call at 215-968-1001. 

 Foreign-Educated Applicants. Hofstra Law requires all foreign educated applicants to submit foreign transcripts to the LSAC JD 
Credential Assembly Service (JDCAS) for evaluation. This service is included in the LSDAS subscription fee. The only exception to this 
requirement is if you completed foreign work through a study abroad, consortium, or exchange program sponsored by a U.S. or Canadian 
institution, and the work is clearly notated as such on the home campus transcript. 

 Law School Admission Test (LSAT). You may submit a formal application to Hofstra Law prior to taking the required LSAT. However, 
your application will not be complete until all components of the application have been received. Application forms for the LSAT can be 
obtained from LSAC. Hofstra Law accepts all four administrations of the LSAT (June, October, December, and February) for each entering fall 
class. If you have taken the LSAT within five years from the current application cycle, you do not need to retake the test. 

DECISION NOTIFICATION: Hofstra Law releases application decisions in two forms, formal and electronic. Applicants may elect to view the 
decision of their application via the online status checker, accessible through our web site. In addition to the online status checker, the Office of 
Enrollment Management will send a formal letter to the applicant’s permanent address on file. 

CAMPUS SAFETY REPORT: The Federal Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act requires colleges 
and universities to publish and distribute an annual security report containing policies and procedures as well as campus crime statistics. 

The Campus Safety Report includes statistics for the previous three years concerning reported crimes that occurred on campus, in certain off-campus 
buildings or property owned or controlled by Hofstra University, and/or on public property within, or immediately adjacent to and accessible from, the 
campus. The report also includes institutional policies concerning campus security such as policies on alcohol and drug use, crime prevention, the 
reporting of crimes, sexual assault and other matters. You may obtain a copy of this report by contacting the Department of Public Safety at 516-463-
6606 or by accessing the following Web site: hofstra.edu/campussafetyreport. 
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